PROMOTION AND ADVANCEMENT

tive C) speaks of insurgent Cubans to be found "five or six miles** from
the mouth of the harbor. Through Pilot Nunez, whom V caused to'be
landed west of the harbor, I learned, on June 2d, of the presence of the
entire Spanish fleet in the harbor, and he was directed by me promptly
to report the fact to Rear Admiral Sampson, who was then in command
I would call attention to the exploits of Lieutenant Blue, as reported'bv
Commander Delehanty (see p. 333 of the Appendix), wherein be says that
on June llth he received from Admiral Sampson an order to get in imme-
diate communication with the insurgents and secure without delay reliable
information as to what ships, if any, of the Spanish navy were in San-
tiago Harbor. Delehanty says: "Believing that reliable information could
not be secured through the insurgent forces, I detailed Lieutenant Blue
for this duty, landing him in uniform at Aserraderos, and directing him
to request Colonel Cebereco to furnish him with horses and guides in&order
to reach the hills near the harbor." And Blue reports the difficulty he was
under in getting a sight of Cervera's fleet from those hilltops. Jrom this
it will be seen that it was not so easy to secure this information, even ten
days after Admiral Sampson had arrived there, as the Cubans in Wash-
ington, of whom the department speaks, thought it would be; and Aserra-
deros, where those insurgents were, was not "five.or six miles" but twenty
miles to the west of the harbor; and it took Lieutenant Blue more than
three days to do his work.

Fourth.    The battle of Santiago and destruction of Cervera's fleet.

As to this, I have nothing to say here. The facts of that contest speak
for themselves.

In my official report, made to Admiral Sampson July 6th, of that bat-
tle (p. 98), I said:

"I congratulate you most sincerely upon this great victory to the
squadron under your command, and am glad that I had an opportunity to
contribute in the least to a victory that seems big enough for all of us."

I have treated the subject of the battle more fully in the accompany-
ing detailed statement.

The department has done me the honor to refer to my despatch of
July 10th (p. 135), wherein I say: "Victory was secured by the force under
command of commander-in-chief North Atlantic Station, and to him the
honor is due," etc.

I am quite willing, gentlemen of the committee, to have you contrast
the spirit of this with the spirit that breathes through the letter begin-
ning, "My Dear Mr. Secretary," at the close of the same page, wherein the
commander-in-chief speaks of me.

As to all this criticism of my course prior to the discovery by me on
May 29th of Cervera's fleet, whether from Admiral Sampson or the depart-
ment, none of it has ever been made by either to me; and I never heard
a word of it from any one until after the battle with that fleet, although
. more than five weeks had passed since the alleged "reprehensible conduct"hatic declaration of the pilot Nunez; and, knowing that, as
